Diabetes and cancer: a postulated relationship.
Diabetes leads to periodic fluctuations in levels of nutrients and cyclic nucleotides in plasma and various tissues. Variations in cyclic nucleotide levels, periods of nutrient elevation and surges of insulin combine to stimulate growth. Growth stimulation may be associated with the promotional phase of carcinogenesis. Diabetes should therefore predispose the individual to carcinogenesis and limited epidemiological data available suggest that it does.